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THE 'WHAT IF' SYKDKOHE - When President Bush was admitted to Bethesda Naval
Hospital for a more _ detailed look at his irregular heartbeat, mi llions
of Americans fell victim to the "What if" syndrome as in "What if the
President requires surgery?" or "What if he should become incapacitated?"
For this reason, you might be interested in knowing there are plenty of
safeguards established to prevent any lapse in power.
Because it was not necessary for the President to receive an electrical
shock to correct the irregular heartbeat, a transfer of power never took
place. Most Americans are fully aware that should something prevent the
President from performing his duties, then the Vice President would act
of President; however) what most Americans don't know, is the line of
succession following the Vice President.
When then-President Reagan was shot on March 31, 1981 and rushed
to a local Washington hospital, Vice President George Bush was returning
to the nation's capital from Dallas. The Vice President was actually
airborne and somewhere at about 35,000 feet when the news broke -- setting
the stage for one of the most memorable political events in recent history.
Then-Secretary of State Alexander Haig hastily announced to the media that
as of th~t moment) he was in charge ~f the nation.
The Secretary of State made two false assumptions -- the first being
that the Vice President could not run the country while he was airborne,
and the second was that he was next in the line of succession. In the
event the President and Vice President are unable to carry out the duties
as President the list was then and remains today as follows: Speaker of
the House of Representatives; President pro tempore of the Senate; Secretary
of State; Secretary of the Treasury; Secretary of Defense; Attorney General;
Secretary of the Interior; Secretary of Agriculture; Secretary of Commerce;
Secretary of Labor; Secretary of Health and Human Services; Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development; Secretary of Transportation; Secretary of
Energy; Secretary of Education; and Secretary of Veterans Affairs.
Speaking of the line of succession -. did you ever happen to notice
that at least one member of the Cabinet is not present when the President
addresses a joint session of Congress? That's in case something should
happen to all those inside the Capitol building, the remaining member of
the Cabinet would become President. The actual Cabinet member and their
location are not revealed for security reasons.
il il il il
A SALUTE TO THE COLOIlEL - This nation has lost one of its most active
aviation historians. Colonel Lloyd P. Nolen was known for many things
but will be forever remembered as the founder of the Confederate Air Force.
His deep rooted conviction that World War II was the most important
era in American history since 1776, led him in 1957 to bring to fruition
his dream of educating future generations on the importance of the 1939-45
era through living history lessons. This "Flying Museum," which educates
and entertains more than 10 million people each year, now operates and
maintains 140 different aircraft. The CAF proudly claims the only flying
B-29 bomber, Japanese Zero and SaD Dauntless in the world.
(more)
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The United States and the world owe a great deal to Colonel Nolen
for this priceless collection of aircraft, the countless living history
lessons provided over the years and Nolen's cODDllitment to perpetuate in
the memory and hearts of Americans, the spirit in which these great planes
were flown for the defense of our nation. No other single person has made
history come alive like Lloyd P. Nolen. His family should take comfort
in the fact that his life touched the lives of so many others. My friend,
you will be dearly missed!
II II II II
LEADERSHIP AWARD My warmest congratulations go out to the McAllen
Independent School District for being selected to receive an award under
the Department of Energy's Math/Science Leadership Development and
Recognition Program. The recognition program, funded by· the Department's
Office of Minority Economic Impact, spotlights successful efforts to educate
minority students in math and science. Because of their projects, the
MISD is now serving as an exce llent role model for public and private
organizations which are interested in increasing minority participation
in the fields of mathemat ics, science, and engineering. Keep up the good
work!
II II II #
TEACBI!lG: A REWARDI!lG PROFESSION The pride and joy of, South Texas has
always been its people. And I'm very proud of our very own Marci Mitchell
who has been selected as an Honorable Mention Winner in the fourth annual
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT NETWORK National Teacher Grant Competition~ This
marks the second award winning year in a· row for Mitchell having claimed
second prize last year.
The Language Arts/Social Studies teacher for sixth, seventh, and
eighth graders at the Discovery School in McAllen, used A&E's Frontiers:
The U.S./Mexico Border, as an inspiration for her project on the border
territory and the empathy for displaced persons. A&E's competition is
one of the network's cODDllunity development programs designed to strengthen
ties between cable operators and their cODDllunities. My heartfelt
congratulations to Marci for a job well done, and my encouragement for
hel. continued success!
II II II II
IIEIIORIAL DAY REPLECTIO!lS Ever since the days of the Civil War, Americans
have saluted those who have served in the armed forces and honored those
who have died in battle. In more recent history, Memorial Day became a
legal holiday celebrated with parades and memorial tributes in virtually
every city and town in the nation. But this particular Memorial Day takes
on added meaning as the nation resumes normalcy following our victory in
the Persian Gulf.
Though the victory was quick and decisive, no war is won without
a human toll. With the war still fresh in our minds, we must extend special
blessings to the fallen soldiers of DESERT SHIELD AND STORM who gave their
lives for the preservation of freedom and human rights. Memorial Day is
for them, all who have served, and their families. In the words of General
Norman Schwarzkopf, whom I am proud to call a friend, it is the families
who "endure the separations and hardships simply because you choose to
love a soldier, a sailor, an airman, a Marine, or a Coast Guardsman. But
it is your love that gave us strength in our darkest hours. You are truly
the wind beneath our wings." And to this we say a hearty "Amen!"
# # # #
VISItoRS PROM HOKE - Bill Ryan of Mercedes; Marcia Shedden of San Juan;
Diane Clark of San Juan; Jose Arenas of McAllen; Armando Contreras of
McAllen; Minnie Lanham of McAllen; Bob Chandler of McAllen; Bubba and Janie
Raye Wehman of Pleasanton; Dennis and Staci Jones of Pleasanton; Larry
and Celia Martinez of Alice; Jesse Saldana of Pharr, Ricardo Hinojosa of
McAllen; and Phil and Irene Harden of Mission. From the Discovery School
in McAllen came the following visitors: Sheree Ruiz, Sylvia Kim, Martha
Held, Alejandra Martinez, Carolyne Arango, Esther Cho, Elizabeth Dunn,
J. Frank Gonzales, Erin Hahs, Amparo J. Held, Joshua Cain, Juan Carlos
Martinez, Ruben Garcia, and Omar Garcia.
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